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Dear Mr. Maxon: San Diego, CA

o : : , 92138
The California Department of Transportation (Calfaproposes to establish a new alignment (619) 299-9766

for State Route 58, which would provide a contiraimute along State Route 58 from (619) 299-9774 (fax

Interstate 5 via Westside Parkway to CottonwooddRwaexisting State Route 58, east of State Woodland
Route 99 (post miles T31.70 to R55.6). ImprovememState Route 99 (post miles 21.2-26.2)  yordoaex
would also be made to accommodate the connectittnState Route 58. The proposed 95695
continuous route, known as the Centennial Corridas, been divided into three segments. (530§563602)_§§]03323
Segment 1 is the easternmost segment, which wouldect the Westside Parkway to the ARIZONA
existing State Route 58 (East) freeway. This segjiseail-new construction, and multiple Phoenix
alignment alternatives are being evaluated. FO. R 2rrss

85285-7748
Enclosed you will find the final draft Extended Bad Geoarchaeological Report: Stage | “‘80(’{;‘;';253
Geomorphic Sensitivity Model for Segment I. Thissien reflects revisions made in response (480) 600-8692 (cell)
to comments made by Bill Ray of Parsons and JeBmmeng and Krista Kiaha of Caltrans. Tueson
The primary objectives of this Extended Phasedystre (1) to help the project proponent 6097 - Speedway Bc.
select a preferred alternative route by developimgrchaeological sensitivity model for buried Tucson, AZ

cultural resources; (2) conduct a limited searctbfoied archaeological sites in areas deemed (5,071 4309

to be of high sensitivity; and (3) evaluate thegptital for buried cultural deposits in areas of  (520) 298-7044 (fax)

high archaeological sensitivity. NEW MEXICO
o e e

: L : : , 4425 Juan Tobo Bivd.
The development of the geomorphic sensitivity maslelivided into two stages. Stage | (the e 12
focus of the enclosed report) involves assessiagéitical area of potential effects by Albuguergue, M
conducting a geomorphic evaluation of specific at@ang the planned and alternate routes, (505) 323-8300

which entails the review of existing geologic mathe, regional District 6/9 geoarchaeological (‘5583332]353;{‘(‘!:3

overview, soil-survey reports, records-search tesahd other relevant data sources. This ap-

proach enables us to identify areas within theystauda that possess that possess low, £l LE,XSS
moderate, high, and very high archaeological seitgit 8201 Lockheec D

El Paso, TX
Stage Il will begin once a preferred alternativetechas been selected and will focus on 915) 7819900
subsurface testing, as necessary, to refine alubicieck the preliminary buried-site sensitivity (877) 781-2205
model and to further assess the archaeologicaitisegsnodel. An Extended Phase | proposal (13) 781-2201 flx
for the anticipated future Stage Il work will bebsuitted to Caltrans for approval after the WASHIIGTON
preferred alternative is selected. 1110 Gof ng Rd]. SE

uite

The first stage of the geomorphic sensitivity mdddicates that Segment | of the Centennial Locgég/(v)/;
Corridor study area is underlain by four late Quezdey Kern River alluvial-fan surfaces that (3605396105)_2;%}8‘522)
range in age from less than 150 to 1500 yBaxsas follows (from oldest to youngest): (360) 480-5601 (cell)

www.sricrm.com



* Qa3: Upper Modesto (latest Pleistocene) fan allmvoapped with late Holocene alluvium.
Surface less than 1500 yearB. in age. Mapped as the Panoche and Milham sodsser

* Qa2: Post Modesto Il (late Holocene) alluvial farréce. Deposits are less than 4000 yBars
in age. Surface dates to less than 1200 year#lapped as the Kimberlina, Cajon, and Wasco
soil series.

* Qal: Post Modesto Il (latest Holocene) fan terfifmadplain deposits less than 1000 years
in age along the modern Kern River channel. Sutiesgthan 500 yearsp. in age. Mapped as
the Excelsior and Cajon soil series.

* Qa0: Post Modesto IV modern channel and bar deplesis than 150 yeasse. along the Kern
River. Surface is considered to be recent (histbperiod). Mapped as Riverwash soil series.

Three of these surfaces (Qal, Qa2, and Qa3) astdenad to have a high potential for intact buried
cultural resources based on the following critgfda:the alluvial fills below these surfaces acclated
coevally with prehistoric occupation of the Bakakf area (they are Holocene in age), (2) previous
geomorphic studies on these surfaces in the eaSterdoaquin Valley revealed the presence of buried
soils that mark former stable land surfaces, ahth@alluvium underlying these surfaces was dépasi
in a lower-energy fluvial environment making digg@eent and translocation of artifacts or extensive
erosion of features less likely. Areas within Qatl a2 adjacent to abandoned channels identified in
1952 aerial images of the project area are corailder have very high potential for intact buriettual
resources, because the close proximity to watetdimave made these areas particularly attractive
locations for prehistoric settlement. Qa0 surfares the abandoned channels themselves on the Qa2
surface are considered to have low potential facinburied archaeological resources Areas idenitgdis
urban land have been extensively disturbed andarsidered to have a moderate potential for buried
cultural deposits in a primary context.

It is recommended that Stage Il of the XPI studyng@lemented to refine and field check the prelianyn
buried-site sensitivity model and to further asshesareas deemed to have high and very high
archaeological sensitivity. Stage Il is not inteshdie locate buried cultural deposits, although such
deposits may be identified during fieldwork.

Stage Il would involve subsurface testing focusedhe Qal, Qa2, and Qa3 surfaces, with more-
intensified testing in those areas adjacent to @dyaed channels (areas of very high potential). An
integrated coring-and-trenching program is the reffsictive approach for documenting and interpgetin
the local stratigraphy, obtaining radiocarbon sambr dating, and testing and refining the busid-
sensitivity model developed in Stage I.

The specific number, size, and location of trenarescores will be finalized in the Stage Il XPbpos-

al. Generally, in areas where the maximum depttistéirbance extends beyond 1.5 m (5 feet), itds re
ommended that a direct-push coring rig be useodmuaction with mechanical trenching. Along State
Route 99 between Ming Avenue and Brundage Lane §Qeace), where the planned depth of
disturbance extends down to 5.6 m (18.5 feet) fdheee alternatives, 2—3-inch-diameter cores sdac
50—-100 m apart should provide sufficient subsurfat@mation for this area. Where Alternatives A, B
and C cross abandoned Qa2 channels, multiple stsnsk2-3-inch-diameter cores should be closely
spaced, approximately 50—-100 m apart, and placadyiid pattern (if possible). Outside of the areas
identified as having very high potential on the @atl Qa2 surfaces, the cores and trenches canrge mo
widely spaced but should still be within 250 m.

Subsurface testing will also be required on the Qatace; however, because late Holocene depasits a
likely less thick here, mechanical trenching wil &édequate for testing this area. No subsurfack iwor
recommended for the Qa0 surface or the abandorathels themselves on the Qa2 surface.
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If you need any additional information, please dbmesitate to contact me (phone: 909-335-1896; fax
909-335-0808; E-mail: kbecker@sricrm.com). | lookward to continuing to work with you on this
project.

Sincerely,

7%(4,/%/54«%__\

Kenneth M. Becker, M.A., RPA

Enclosures: Final Draft Extended Phase | Geoardbgieal Report: Stage |, Geomorphic Sensitivity
Model for the Centennial Corridor Project



